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This has been a transitional year for the School, one in which we have 
identified and tried to achieve a limited number of objectives: completion 
of work on a post-master's program; stabilization of enrollment; reestablish- 
ment of off-campus teaching as a regular part of our teaching commitment. 


Two decisions affecting the future of the School were taken by the 
University administration during the year: the selection of Dr. Ben-Ami 
Lipetz as Dean, and the transfer of the School to the downtown campus, 
scheduled for summer 1979. The School is now in its sixth decade of service 
and Dr. Lipetz will be its sixth administrator. We look forward to a number 
of years under his leadership. The move downtown, the fourth location in 
which the School has been quartered, will create some problems but also more 
opportunities for closer relationships with two other schools and with the 
State Library. 


In the report which follows, we have used the suggested list of items 
to be reviewed as an opportunity to record some data but also as a kind of 
"state-of-the-school" report, reflecting on the achievements, the problems, 
and the opportunities of the School. 


ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 


Post-Master's Program: The School is late in establishing a sixth year 
program, the next to last among the nine schools in New York State to do so. 
We have proposed a program fully in keeping with the draft "Standards for 
the Development of Sixth-Year Programs" of the Association of American 
Library Schools. It is a specialist rather than a general program, believing 
such a program has more academic integrity and more marketability. 


: The program begins September 1978 with a Pro-Seminar offered by 

Dr. Lowell A. Martin, former Dean of the Graduate School of Library Service 
at Rutgers University, and most recently Professor of the School of Library 
Service at Columbia University. His major research and writing has been in 
public library administration and service, so his coming should also serve 
to help restore our credibility among public librarians. We expect a fall 
enrollment of around ten in the program, with most of these enrolled in his 
Pro-Seminar. 


Mini Courses: This year we have increased the number and variety of 
mini courses offered for one hour credit. The emphasis in these courses is 
on new technology (e.g., word processing), new professional concerns (e.g., 
freedom of information laws), and specializations not fully represented in 
present faculty teaching portfolios (e.g., OCLC). These courses typically 
pull substantial continuing education enrollment. 


Next semester's offerings have been planned to continue "cutting edge" 
topics such as "Minicomputers in the Library Environment," "New Concepts 
in Budgeting," and "Management of Historical Collections." In these courses 
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we are making extensive use of adjunct faculty, drawn from as far away as 
Washington, D. C. To do this we are using a new scheduling arrangement (all 
day on selected Fridays), which permits us to recruit students from a wider 


geographic area. 


TABLE I 
Mini Courses Offered 
Summer 1977, Fall 1977, Spring 1978 
Title Instructor 


Micrographics (Microfilm Information 


Systems) - 2 times Saffady 
Reprography Saffady 
APL Saffady 


Bibliographic Data Files - 3 times Burgess 


Search Strategies in Retrieving 


Computerized Bibliographic Data Burgess 
OCLC Bibliographic Files Strozik 
Literature of Technical Reports Klempner 
National Documentation Centers Klempner 


Legal and Administrative Barriers 
to Access to Information Klempner 


Adult Services in Public Libraries Cassell 


Fantasy in American Children's 


Literature before 1940 Mitchell 
Stories for American Girls, 1860-1920 Mitchell 
Research Report Preparation Whalen 


Library Research for Public Policy 
Issues (undergraduate) - 2 times Prentice 


Library Research (undergraduate) - 4 times Library Staff 


Enrollment 
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‘PABIGE ee: 
Mini Courses Offered 
Summer, Fall 1978 
Title Instructor 


In addition to seven repeats from among 
those previously offered: 


Technology and Nonprint Resources in Public, 


Academic, and School Libraries Halsey 
Library and Information Networks Emerson 
Minicomputers in the Library Environment Emerson 
AACR II - 3 times, 3 locations Hoyle 
Bibliometrics Koenig 
Budgeting Concepts for Libraries Koenig 
Management of Historical Collections Storms 


QUALITY AND DIVERSITY OF PROGRAMS 


When we include the mini courses, the special courses (666), and the 
Subject seminars (680), the Albany program probably offers more different - 
courses each semester than any other in the country. Typically, students 
come to library school with no firm commitment to a specialty. The diver- 
sity of our program enables us to meet the array of interests which emerge 
among students, allows faculty to pursue developing special interests, and 
increases the placement potential of graduates. 


A penalty for this broad diversity is that we lack a nationally recog- 
nized major strength. Such a peak of excellence may be difficult to achieve, 
since an almost completely tenured faculty and a stable student body leaves 
little room for creating strengths. 


The requirements for such a “peak of excellence" are (1) that one fac- 
ulty member devote virtually full-time in research, writing, and teaching 
to the specialty; and (2) that several other faculty's interests contribute 
to the specialty. Such a possibility seemed to be developing in the public 
library field, to which Ann Prentice was devoting full-time and to which 


baisi io wraga: io 
ever. ive? , a) 


proms its? panort 
vhor 


cildet a4 Seotwuns Ge 
eH asixsendy.d AG 


apetan’ akzowit noite an arT' 


nee eam rewatorived tyeeacl? aety ab | 


- ng 
, eucizacol € , nama hs 


- 
4 “7 
+ o> 3% ' 
: it : P - 
j 


arn é 


baad ne eesdil so2- amsenp 


wodk : ‘moitgello® JaptwaselH ae 


anagoors 1) yrressyie gees 


» _ ‘ — 
wufo Seu pas} asanion Latoeqgs off nu tnim oft oittom= * 2 


1w3I4 ih Sxoe axeT) viva Tif. My POST Yar ciA ons , Oa) Lin ies rm 

a oye Y 5 % ‘ ‘Tis ) \ 4 ly ivy rina Tem, rt 4 190 wages) an to <aaeene a 
a ‘ a on 

jay lt eft ~pyeéeloegs a OF Fiwer tno mit on oie Lowtsp, mut ss 
Hee > Lray BAIVaITeuRt as Fs te (a 2ien 67 av vol deae Wi rn ue eee : 


baie ,eaactetni £61008 firs ieveh Guenw7 oF yo iueas emit 
2a tei we i) aaharhins int) or 

Aol 

yoowt vyifevottes 6 abet ow card af et teteved hice ous 
Leveiiion od too st3h6 ad yam sonelinoxs to daeq’s rowe 
neveo!l yhod tackese sidsete 6 bana ¢)iaoe? betuneg 


tts great] 


~A% @nbd 14N@ il} ota “sc nef{iaoie . te Aan" ‘* tua ig 7 
ipstoe sd bea PAL aw , oS aeAs nt inser a ues a he eres nest 


park? 


| id 


i? 


stadiisauoo <tebrentut e'yifosat tie aed 3 bap we 
itidag ate ot ontugiows® od oy Geaieee aatices a sae 
Gosite oF “baie sailor Sie? relia a tes, | igi? 


i 


4. 


several other faculty were related, but with her departure this opportunity 
has passed. There are several other possibilities and we mention two to 
illustrate the point: 


Joe Morehead is giving full-time to Government Publishing and Publica- 
tions. Irving Klempner and Richard Halsey also have interests which overlap 
this area of governmentally financed, produced, distributed, and regulated 
information. 


William Saffady devotes virtually full-time to Micrographics and other 
aspects of microfilm information systems. A second appointment in Informa- 
tion Science may well provide the opportunity of adding strength to his 
subfield. 


OFF-CAMPUS AND EVENING OFFERINGS 


The School has moved rapidly into offering courses at off-campus sites, 
specifically Empire State Plaza, Utica, and Plattsburgh. In fall 1978, we 
are adding Poughkeepsie, Kingston, and Binghamton. Response to these has 
been excellent, with enrollees generally not already enrolled in the program 
at Albany. 


Staffing is a problem since we are not offering basic courses, and those 
most requested often involve a small portion of the faculty over and over 
again. We need to find ways to involve other faculty or to engage competent 
adjunct faculty. . 


COURSES TAUGHT OFF-CAMPUS 
1977-78 
Summer 1977 Place 


Internship Burgess Washington, D.C. 
Seminar Burgess Washington, D.C. 


Ra kbeakos./ 
None 


Spring 1978 


Microfilm Information 

Systems Saffady Empire State Plaza 
Computers and Library 

Automation Saffady UeCLCap Ness 
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Summer 1978 Place 
Reference Update Halsey Plattsburgh, N.Y. 


Planned for Fall 1978 


Two mini courses in Binghamton, two mini courses in Poughkeepsie, one 
mini-course in Kingston, one course in Utica, and one course at Empire State 
Plaza. 


We have also moved to spread our courses evenly over the entire week, 
including Fridays, Saturdays, late afternoons, and evenings. 


ENROLLMENT, WORKLOAD AND POLICIES 


Enrollment: The steady drop in enrollment experienced over the last 
several years seems to have stopped, and enrollment has leveled off. This 
has been achieved primarily by adding to the non-degree category, through 
offering and publicizing courses with continuing education appeal. Thus, for 
January 1978 entry--our non-degree applications, non-degree admissions, and 
non-degree new registrants--all increased over 50 percent above January 1977. 


Such admissions, leading to enrollment in one or at most a few courses, 
sometimes even in a Single one hour mini course, must be renewed each sem- 
ester, whereas enrollment of degree students is good for 30-36 hours. The 
institution of the post-master's program would seem to be a way to achieve 
a steadier continuing education enrollment, including courses which do not 
have dramatic field appeal. 


To promote enrollment in the basic master's program, we sent Professor 
Vincent Aceto on three recruitment trips; prepared copy and mailed 1,000 
posters announcing assiStantships, traineeships, and fellowships; made a 
second personal mailing to all persons requesting information about the 
program; set up and manned an exhibit about the School at the annual confer- 
ence of the New York Library Association in Niagara Falls. 


Workload: Normal workload in the School is nine hours per semester with 
decreases granted for involvement in activities of major benefit to the 
School. Since one of the year's priorities has been off-campus teaching, 
some reduction has been given to faculty members so involved to compensate 
for inconvenience and travel time. 


RESEARCH, GRANTS 


External Funding: A comparison of the School's success in external 
funding with other schools on the Albany campus indicates room for improve- 
ment. One priority of the new administration must certainly be that of 
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seeking such funding. The new dean has, in the past, been successful in 
securing funding for research and publication, and brings to the School 
needed skills and contacts in this area. 


TABLL) ITI 


External Funding 1977-78 


Faculty 
Title Type Source Amount Involved 
Library Service in New York Governor's 
State; NOW Research Office Ss 7,206 Prentice 
Comparative Costs of Writing Special 
and Executing Library- Libraries Llinas 
Related String-Processing Research Assn, 1,425 Saffady 
Programs 
Institute on Library Services Continuing USOE, 
to the Adult Handicapped Education HEW 21,000 . Whalen 
Five fellowships to recruit 
Puerto Rican students Graduate USOE, 
(1977-78) Fellowships HEW | 31,000 Whalen 
Five fellowships to recruit 
handicapped students Graduate USOE, 
(1978-79) Fellowships HEW 31,800 Whalen 
FACULTY 


Individual faculty reports on professional and scholarly activities are 
on file in the School and have been reviewed in connection with recommenda- 
tions for discretionary increases in salary, for continuing appointment, and 
for promotion. For this report we summarize these activities to present a 
composite picture of the School. 


Works of Synthesis: Given the state of scholarship in the field, there 
continues to be a need for textbooks, for state-of-the-art reports, for 
comprehensive comparative literature reviews. The work of making order out 
of bibliographic and informational chaos is essential. The first two items 
listed have been adopted as texts in every library school in the country. 


Introduction to Reference Work, 3d ed. Bill Katz. McGraw-Hill, 
ISIS P 2 Vv. 
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Introduction to United States Public Documents, 2d ed. 
Joe Morehead. Libraries Unlimited, 1978. 


Micrographics. William Saffady. Libraries Unlimited, 1978. 


Computer Output Microfilm (COM) Hardware and Software: The 
State of the Art. William Saffady. Library of Congress, 1978. 


Computer Output Microfilm: Its Library Applications. William 
Saffady. American Library Association, 1978. 


Library Service to the Adult Handicapped. Lucille Whalen, ed. 


Science Associates International, 1978. 


Library Service Now in New York State: A Background Paper 
Prepared for the Governor's Commission on Libraries. Ann 


Prentice, School of Library and Information Science, 1978. 


Encyclopedias: An Omnibus Review. Richard S. Halsey. American 


Library Association. In press. 


Conference Papers: Faculty are called on regularly to give talks and 
speeches to all sorts of groups--mothers' clubs, local teachers' associa- 
tions, library workshops. The list below includes only those presentations 
involving formal papers, later published in some form. 


"Reviewing: New and Recurring Themes." R. S. Halsey; Ontario Library 
Association, November 18, 1977. Available from Audio Archives of 
Canada. 


“Popular Culture and the Academic Librarian." Gordon Stevenson; 
Symposium, University of Kentucky, October 28, 1977. Published 


in book Popular Culture and the Library. 


"The Public Library in a Communications Setting." Gordon Stevenson; 
Conference, University of Chicago, April 10, 1978. To be published 
in Librar uarterly. 


"Marketing the Information Program." Irving Klempner; Information 
Industry Association, 1978. Available on tape. 


Bibliographies, Indexes, Abstracts, Compilations: The documentation of 


the world's scholarship in whatever form it appears, its indexing and ab- 
stracting so as to facilitate its location and use, its selection and 
repackaging for particular purposes, all part of the increasingly difficult 
task of bibliographic control, are traditional tasks of those who devote 
themselves t» librarianship and information work. All now require more 
sophistication in vocabulary control, thesaurus construction, and computer 
use. These tasks have occupied the attention of several of our faculty. 
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(The new Dean of the School, Dr. Ben-Ami Lipetz, besides his other scholarly 
activities, is well known as the Editor of Information Science Abstracts.) 


Film Literature Index, vol, 4. Vincent Aceto, ed. 


Indexing Terms for Physical Education and Allied Fields. 


Norman Hoyle, co-author. Marathon Press, 1978. 


Physical Education/Sports Index, vol. 1. Norman Hoyle, 


senior editor. 


TnesBest.oLl Library Lit, 1978. Bill Katz, ed. Scarecrow 
Press, 1978. 


Reference and Information Services. Bill Katz, ed. Scarecrow 
Press, 1978 (a reader) 


Audiovisual Materials in Support of Information Science 
Curricula: An Annotated List with Subject Index. Irving 


Klempner, compiler. ERIC Clearinghouse on Information 
Reserves, 1977. 


Editing: For the past twelve years, one or more professional journals 
have been edited by members of the faculty. At present, three journals are 
edited at Albany. 


Micrographics Equipment Review. William Saffady, ed. 


Federation of Information Users Newsletter. Irving Klempner, ed. 


Public Library Quarterly. Ann Prentice, ed. 


Reviews: Librarians constantly review materials for selection and share 
their judgments through professional review committees, through single reviews 
of individual documents, through "round up" reviews of a set of materials, © 
through printed bibliographies. Probably the most prestigious review group 
in the profession is the Reference and Subscription Books Committee of the 
American Library Association, headed for the last several years by Professor 
Richard S. Halsey. During one six month period, he had editorial responsi- 
bility for 445 reviews and notes, many of which he wrote himself. Other 
noteworthy review activities include: 


Selected Films for Young Adults (ALA Committee); Vincent Aceto, 
Chair. 


Committee on Wilson Indexes (ALA); conducted reviews of several 
major W.lson indexes; Norman Hoyle, member. 


"Library Journal Small Press Roundup." Library Journal, 
December 15, 1977. Bill Katz. 
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"Portable Readers for Library Microforms: An Overview," with 
accompanying reviews of five portable readers. Micrographics 
Equipment Review 3(1978) :31-63. William Saffady. 


"Magazines." Regular column in Library Journal reviewing new 
Magazines. Bill Katz. 


Besides these large scale review efforts, most faculty members have 
reviewed individual publications appearing in such journals as: 


American Reference Books Annual (Morehead) 

Bulletin of the Medical Library Association (Vaillancourt) 
Choice (Whalen) 

College and Research Libraries (Whalen) 

The Eighteenth Century: A Current Bibliography (Mitchell) 
Library Journal (Vaillancourt) 

Library Quarterly (Morehead) 

Special Libraries (Klempner) 

Subscription Books Section, Booklist (Farley) 


Contribution to Reference Books: Books of reference (encyclopedias, 
atlases, yearbooks, etc.) are the first line of defense in a library's 
information service, and librarians have not only been critics and users, 
but also contributors, as a way of improving quality and usefulness. 

"Accreditation." ALA Yearbook, 1977. Lucille Whalen. 

"Recordings, Sound." ALA Yearbook, 1977. Gordon Stevenson. 


"Recordings, Sound." ALA Yearbook, 1978. (in press) Gordon Stevenson. 


"Serials for the Year..." ALA Yearbook, 1978. Bill Katz. 


"Magazines for the Year..." Encyclopedia Britannica Yearbook, 1978. 
Bill Katz. 


Consulting: Calls for consultation to conduct a survey or for parti- 
cipation in the ongoing work of another research or teaching organization 
indicates some outside appraisal of SALAS expertise. Among those of 
which we have knowledge are: 

William Clarkin - Elmira College 


John Farley - Libraries Unlimited 


Richard Halsey - Bethlehem Central Schools; Towards Humanizing 
Education Conference 


Bill Katz - New York State Council on the Arts 
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Joe Morehead - Libraries Unlimited; Infordata International; 
Congressional Information Service 


Ann Prentice - Brewster Public Library; School of Library Service, 
Columbia University 


William Saffady - Corning Glass Works; Newburgh Police Department; 
Singer Business Machines; George Washington 
University, Continuing Engineering Education 
Division; SUNY College of Technology, Utica; 
Council on Library Resources 


Pauline Vaillancourt - Veterans Administration Hospital, Northport 


Articles in Scholarly Journals: These are too numerous to mention 


individually. Noteworthy as a group are goodly numbers accepted for pub- 
lication from Professor Joe Morehead. With the death of James Bennett 
Childs, Dr. Morehead is widely regarded as the single most knowledgeable 
person in the country on government publishing and publications. Each of 
his articles is well researched and digs into some hidden corner of the 
world of public documents. Three titles may give some idea of the diversity 
of his work: 


1) "Tennis Elbow of the Soul: The Public Papers of Richard Nixon, 
1973-74" 


2) "Of Mousetraps and Men: Patent Search in Libraries" 
3) “Published Executive Directives: The Tip of the Iceberg" 


Other: We have necessarily omitted many other professional and 
scholarly activities because they did not summarize well. Several faculty 
are involved in professional associations, both in library and information 
groups, and in library education groups. For example, Richard S. Halsey 
has coordinated legislative days and workshops for several associations; 
Pauline Vaillancourt is deeply involved in continuing education activities 
in the Association of American Library Schools, the Medical Library Associ- 
ation, and Continuing Library Education Network and Exchange; Lucille 
Whalen is Chair of the Accreditation Committee of the American Library 
Association, an invisible and highly important national post. 


Faculty are involved in University and School responsibilities. For 
example, John Farley has been Chair of the Committee on Minority Concerns; 
Richard Halsey co-chairs the Task Force on Developing a Competency Based 
Curriculum for School Media Specialists; David Mitchell is a member of a 
doctoral committee in English. 
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AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS, HONORS 


Students: Each year one or two student papers are submitted to major 
professional journals for consideration. This year one was accepted: 
Theresa C. Strasser, "The Information Needs of Practicing Physicians in 


Northeastern New York State," Bulletin of the Medical Library Association, 
April 1978 (faculty advisers were Ann Prentice and Pauline Vaillancourt). 


This year we added considerably to student support slots, so that in 
1978-79 more students (37 or more) and a greater percentage of students 
will be supported than ever before in the history of the School, as follows: 


University assistantships (regular) 19 
University assistantships (from other offices) if 
University fellowships, broken lines 2 
Fellowships, handicapped 5 
Fellowships, gerontology 5 
Fellowships, medical library 2 
Traineeships, Veterans Administration 3 


Placement: The School works closely with the University placement 
Operation and tries not to duplicate anything done there. Nonetheless, we 
have found it essential, considering the tight placement situation, to 
Operate a placement activity within the School using the time of one graduate 
assistant. 


The primary activities are: 


1) Keeping the job bulletin board up-to-date by posting brief 
notices of [a] positions notifications received by SLIS, 
including local part-time jobs in libraries open to students; 
[b] positions listed in library journals, the Chronicle of 
Higher Education, and local and metropolitan newspapers; 

[c] vacancy bulletins published by state libraries, other 
library schools, etc. 


2) Sending out a bi-weekly bulletin to approximately 75 recent 
graduates still in the job market listing newly announced 
vacancies. 


3) Sending individual letters or making calls about job openings 
to those with limited geographic mobility, particularly those 
restricted to the Capital District. 


4) Informal counseling of students regarding interviews, resumes, 
etc. 
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Between July 1977 and June 1978, the School of Library and Information 
Science received 596 letters and calls regarding job openings. The bulk of 
these, 507 (84%) were in academic libraries. Of the total, 217 were entry 
level positions, and 181 required more than three years" experience. 
Approximately 1,600 letters and announcements were sent out to recent gradu- 
ates in an attempt to help them locate suitable positions. 


Success in placement of graduates is a question frequently asked by 
prospective students. The School will probably have to devote more of its 
energies to the placement function than it has in the past. 


Alumni: We continue to relate to our alumni through a newsletter sent 
out three times a year, through gatherings at the annual meetings of the New 
York Library Association and the American Library Association, and through 
regular meetings with the officers of the SLIS Alumni Association. Professor 
Lillian Orsini has served as faculty liaison this year. 


Although many former students move to middle management positions over 
the country during the course of any given year, each year one or more move 
into major posts within the profession, and are worth note in this annual 
record. This year the most distinguished appointment among alumni was that 
of Ann E. Prentice, M.L.S. 1964, appointed Director, School of Library and 
Information Science, University of Tennessee/Knoxville. 


University/Community Relations: The following activities are in 
addition to items listed previously under External Funding: 


TABLE IV 


Relationships with Other Agencies 


Agency Activity Faculty Contact 
V.A. Hospital Four traineeships in medical P.M. Vaillancourt 


librarianship, 1978-79 


Mid-Hudson Library 


System, Ramapo- Title I workshops and mini R.S. Burgess 
Catskill Library courses, Fall 1978 

System 
Albany Institute of Independent study in Document W. Saffady and 
History & Art Conservation for Students L. Whalen 
Institute on Grant to prepare mini course 

Gerontology on Service to Aging L. Whalen 
Institute on Five fellowships for students L. Whalen 


Gerontology, 1978-79 


Medical Library Two fellowships for students P.M. Vaillancourt 
Association, 1978-79 
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The School offered to the profession in general a series of well 


attended workshops and colloquia during 1977-78, as listed below: 


Title 


Public Relations for 
Libraries 


Communications Skills 
Journal Collection 
Management 


Non-Print Learning 
Resources 


U.S. Census Data 
AACR II 
New Copyright Law 


Storytelling 


OPERATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS 


TABLE V 


Workshops, Colloquia 


Audience 


local 


Plattsburgh 
area 


Northeast 


No¥ess 
Northeast 
nationwide 
Northeast 


Ni Lie Bs 


Director 


Whalen 


Whalen 


Llinas 


Halsey 
Whalen 
Stevenson 
Halsey 


Orsini 


Attendance 


24 


a3 


She 


AAS 


50 


101 


55 


- 100 


Travel: The School has had the highest travel expenditure per faculty 
Member on campus. We have brought this under reasonable control through 
two measures which have faculty agreement. 


1) Expenditures are limited to a maximum of $300 for any one 


trip and to a total of $500 per year for any one individual. 


2) Reasons for travel have been prioritized, with sheer 
attendance at meetings or serving as a member of a committee 
Emphasis in travel expenditure should 


generally ruled out. 
be to support the reading of papers, serving as a major 
officer in a professional association, serving as chair of 
a major committee, or participating in a subject oriented 
coiloquium or workshop directly related to teaching or 
research activity. 
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Schedule: Classes have been spread evenly over the entire week, 
reducing schedule conflicts and making more efficient use of classroom 
space. 


Advisory Council: The Advisory Council of the School has met three 
times during the year. Members whose term expired have been replaced, 
The Council itself is eager to work in appropriate ways with the School 
to help in solving its problems and to relate more vitally the School to 
the concerns of the profession. 


CONCLUDING REMARKS 


We have omitted in this report statistics which are available elsewhere-- 
in the report to the American Library Association, in various studies done 
by the University's Institutional Research Office--and have concentrated on 
trying to state some concerns, some achievements, some hopes for the School. 
Many persons have contributed to making this interim year a reasonably 
successful one, not the least the faculty of the School, who trusted me 
to concentrate on the priorities mentioned at the beginning of this report 
with little interference or second guessing. 
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